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little faith to a new country beyond the tyranny of an unjust
King, resolved to take their wives and children to that New
England of liberty and hope. Here they would be able, by
God's help, to build up a new society governed according to
their own ideas of Christian law and righteousness. Here they
could found a Puritan Church free from persecution from with-
out; and here also they could adopt the old manners and
customs and way of life from which they had been deprived
during the exile in Holland, retaining their nationality and
language, and remaining, though free and unfettered, in allegi-
ance with the English Crown, Accordingly, they obtained
concessions from the Plymouth Company and a charter from
the King, and thus, provided with full legal right to settle in
the New World, they sailed towards the West.

These Puritans held no false notions of the life in store for
them. They knew it was to be an existence of hardship and
suffering and danger. But they were prepared to face all
things with trust in God, and they believed that, with the
inspiration of their faith, they could go where other men could
not, and endure things before which others would flinch
and fail.

The Speedwell and the Mayflower were battered about by
storms, and suffered many mishaps, so that both had to put
back for repairs. Finally, the Mayjloww left Plymouth alone
on September 6,1620, and arrived at Cape Cod on November 9
of that year, which month was spent by those on board in
selecting a place for landing* Finally, on December 11 the
Pilgrim Fathers went on shore at a place which they called,
and is still called, Plymouth, after the port whence they had
sailed.

Already these pioneers of the North American colonies had
drawn up, while still on board ship, a code of laws, or ' body
politic' as they called it in their quaint, old-fashioned diction,
for the future government of their State* By this they recog-
nised the sovereignty of England, while claiming the full right
to make their owu ordinances for the conduct of the citizens,